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Here the author anticipated the difficulty that if many people
attained release what happens to the reality of mala. How
is it that though an^a. abides in all souls, its presence is
not known to one? Umapati Sivam in Tiruvarutpayan Says
'My Lady Darkness has an infinity ' of lovers but hides
herself from even her spouse with strictest  chastity'*6
Umapati says that basic bond a/wa is one though it
obscures many.7

Thus though it is one entity, its functions of binding
the intelligent souls are infinite in number and they are
co-eval with the infinity of souls. Thus the dissolution of
mala which is another name for release/ means not the
destruction as such of mala but only of its screening Dowers-
The question arises: if destruction or dissolution be admitted
for wfi^a sakif, how can mala escape destruction? Can we
conceive of something which exists but whose functions
are destroyed? To meet this difficulty Umapati says that
the countleas functions pertain to one b3nd. These functions
are of such a nature as to b3 rermved or subdued at the
respective timslimits, typified b/ release-8 Thus the connate
bond of the individual soul is one but by virtue of its
infinite tuitions, it thwarcs ths intelligent functions of the
mFinite nur^jr of souls. Aid th333 fmc^ns themselves
thou^ b3gimn3less are Terminable in the long run at different
times. Madurai Sivaprakasar states that that these functions
of mila can be subdued only by knowing the world as
asart^ when th3 soul abandons the world of sense as a
quickly passing mirage, the Lord becomes cool shade (for it)-

The above characterization of the connate bond is the
part of the ^igama doctrine. Umapati adds something of his
own to this, when he explains the distinction between
physical darkness and metaphysical darkness- A/iava is not
merely a principle of darkness but is a positive and powerful
entity. It is a species of delusion which makes even physical
darkness by comparison look like an enlightening agentr10